CURRICULUM AREAS OF THE PRE-K/KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM

LANGUAGE

The Language Curriculum includes oral language development, written expression, reading, the study of grammar, and creative dramatics. The language materials include objects and pictures, to be named, matched, labeled and classified to aid vocabulary development.  Textured letters allow the child to feel and see the alphabet.  Phonics and the moveable alphabet lead the child toward reading.

READING

The development of the concept that written words are actual thoughts set down on paper.  (This takes children much longer than most people realize).

Selected Phonetic, decodable readers will be accessible to your child once they have been placed on a reading level.

HANDWRITING- MANUSCRIPT/CURSIVE

Children will be introduced to Handwriting in manuscript initially and once they have mastered manuscript, cursive handwriting will be the next step.  All children will have a handwriting journal to practice handwriting skills.  If your child is unable to write letters, he will be tracing and completing metal insets.

SPELLING

Children begin to spell using the Moveable Alphabet to sound out and spell words as they are first learning to read. They take “dictation.”  Dictation is spelling words that are called out by the teacher.  The sequence of spelling, as is with all language skills, begins much earlier than is traditional in this country, during a time when children are spontaneously interested in language.  

GRAMMAR

The study of grammar almost immediately begins after the child begins to read, during the sensitive period when he is spontaneously interested in language.  It continues over several years until mastered.  The idea is to introduce grammar to the young child has he is first learning how to put thoughts down on paper, when the process is natural and interesting, rather than waiting until the student is much older and finds the work tedious. 

MATHEMATICS

The Montessori math materials, are concrete manipulative.  The manipulatives, show the child to internalize the concept of number, symbol, sequence, operations and memorization of basic facts.  The 4 Basic Math Operations will be introduced, introduction to the decimal system, linear and skip counting, money work and telling time.

GEOGRAPHY

The children are given an introduction to physical and cultural geography through the use of wooden puzzle maps and other activities. Studies about countries and other activities with objects and snacks from other countries, and international celebrations are all a part of the geography curriculum. 

SCIENCE

There will be nature related activities. Studies of plants and animals include parts of various plants and animals, habitats, solar system and weather conditions that support particular plants and animals.

PRACTICAL LIFE

The Practical Life exercises enhance the development of task organization and cognitive order, through care of self-care of the environment, exercises of grace and courtesy, and refinement of physical movement and coordination.  This includes daily living tasks, such as pouring juice, polishing shoes, sweeping and buttoning a shirt.  To the child, these are meaningful activities that involve caring for self and other people in the environment.  They promote to develop in the very young child a strong and realistic sense of independence and self-reliance.  They also help children to concentrate, to expand their attention span and improve their eye-hand coordination.  

TASKS

Working carefully and neatly

Dressing oneself

Learning home address and telephone number

Pouring liquids without spilling 

Using knives and scissors with good control

Putting materials away on the shelves where they belong when finished

Dusting, polishing washing just about anything, floors tables, silver

Sweeping floors and rugs

Flower arranging

Caring for plants and animals

Table setting-serving yourself and others table manners

Sewing

Using common household materials

Caring for young children

SENSORIAL

The sensorial materials enable the child to, order, classify, seriate, and describe sensory impressions as it relates in length, width, temperature, mass color, etc. These exercises help children develop their sense of logic and concentration.

