                                          PRE-K/KINDERGARTEN ORIENTATION

WHY CHOOSE A KINDERGARTEN MONTESSORI PROGRAM?
The Montessori classroom is a “living room” for children.  It is filled with a rich variety of specially designed materials for the children to use in every area reading, writing, science, geography, practical life and sensorial development.  The abundance of material makes it possible for the children to exercise more self direction- and independent work than is usually possible in a traditional classroom.  They are given more choices than a traditional environment can provide. Children choose their activities from open shelves and self-correcting material and work in distinct work areas, on tables or on rugs on the floor. Over a period of time, the children develop into a “normalized community” with high concentration and few interruptions. We make high value on the child’s ability to make constructive choices, exercise self-control and work independently of the adult. 
Our Montessori Kindergarten children also have the important advantage of remaining with children of mixed ages.  Mixing ages provides our kindergarten children with abundant opportunities to develop leadership skills and responsibility and gives the children greater social diversity.  This is the “Leadership Year.”  They have friends of all ages. The mixed ages and widely varied achievement levels of the children greatly minimize comparisons and competition, which are so damaging to young children.  It also does wonders for a Kindergartner’s self-esteem to be admired and looked up to by the younger children.  The traditional Kindergartner, by contrast, only has children who are 5, by September 1st.  In a room full of 5 year olds, only a few can be leaders.

The key concept in Montessori is the child’s interest and readiness for advanced work.  If a child is not developmentally ready to go on, she is not left behind or made to feel like a failure.  Our goal is to ensure that our children develop at a pre-determined rate, but to ensure that whatever they do, they do well.  Most
Montessori children master tremendous amount of information and skills. Even in the rare case where one of our children may have not made as much progress as we would have wished, he will usually be moving along steadily at his own pace and feel good about himself as a learner. 
The core of the Pre-K/ Kindergartner Curriculum is Academic achievement, Spiritual development and Grace and Courtesy.  To practice Grace and Courtesy skills in the middle of the Year your Pre-K/Kindergartner will visit a very fine restaurant to practice Fine Dining Skills.
